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WCM Rod Pamer to Retire November 2nd

o f'frff“!ﬁﬁ‘g.:.‘-,?ﬁ\ Leisurely Days
"W“’*& ‘”-‘m@ il Ahead for Rod
‘ Palmer
by MdissaByrd,
Meteorologist

fter 44 years and 4 months, Rod Palmer

A iscaling it aday when he retires on
November 2nd, 2002.

Rod gtarted his career in June of 1958 with the

Wesgther Bureau at Stampede Pass in Washington
State at 4,000 feet devation where the sation was

Inthisisue...

Leisurely Days Ahead for Rod Palmer ... 1
From the Desk of the State Climatologist

............................. 3
New Voices Debut on NOAA Weather
Radio ..........coviiiiin... 4
Open Radar Product Generator Improves
Radar Operations .............. 4
A Hot Summer for Central Illinois ....... 5

Winter Weather PreparednessWeek .... 5
Climatology Outlooksfor the Next 30 to 90

Days.......ccoiiiiiiiii 6
A Wet Severe Weather Season! ........ 8

snowbound 7 months of the year making it
necessary to snowshoe or ski in and out every two
and ahdf weeks. Assoon as heleft in 1960, the
gation received a snowmobile for going up and
down the mountain!  His next stop was Tatoosh
Idand, Washington, off the northwest tip of the
gate. Duty here was for five weeks on and then
two off with trangportation back and forth from the
mainland provided by the Coast Guard, modtly in
very smdl, dow boats. Many exciting adventures
were experienced both in travel to and from the
idand and life on theidand, itsdf. In the summer of
1963, Rod was

selected for aforecagter/briefer postionin
Fairbanks, Alaskawhere he ended up spending
seven years as a “ sourdough!”  Unique experiences
up north were involvement in ayear of ozone
research, making flight packages for Europeto Asa
flights, filling in as Fire Westher Forecadter,
temporary duty at Barter Idand on the northeast
Arctic coast in January in the dead and dark of
winter, experiencing a 5.5 magnitude earthquake,
watching the building of the Prudhoe Bay ail fidd
complex with a continuous flight line of arplanes day
and night for over ayear, sudying math and physics
at the University of Alaska, rdleasing a westher
baloon at 50 below zero, making a morning
temperature reading of 62 below, watching the
gpectacular aurora boredlis near its origin, and
experiencing Fairbank’ s 100-year flooding of the
ChenaRiver.
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Heleft Alaskain thefal of 1970, headed for
WSFO St Louisviaan Alaska State Ferry through
the inland waterway from Haines to Prince Rupert,
then by road for the rest of the route. He bought a
new car in Fairbanks that spring and was asked if
he'd like air conditioning added. After asking the
sdesman, “are you crazy?’, he found himsdlf
gpending big dollars to have air conditioning installed
the following summer in St. Louid He spent only
fivemonthsat S. Louis.

Rod was promoted to Principa Assistant at WSO
Peoria, IL in the spring of 1971. Here he served for
18 years doing much of the spotter training and
mediareations for the office. He wasinvolved with
developing aradio system connecting the WSO with
county EOCs for use in severe wegther that il
functions 31 yearslater. He aso provided technical
guidance to an ad hoc committee to procure
doppler radar for centrd Illinois which resulted in
the eventua establishment of the site a WFO
Lincaln.

He transferred to WSO Springfield, IL in 1988 and
after completing the cross-over program at San Jose
State, he converted from Officia in Charge in 1992
to Meteorologist in Charge (MIC) in 1993.

In 1995, both the SPI and PIA offices were closed
and anew WFO opened at Lincoln where he
became the first Warning Coordination
Meteorologist (WCM.). Hisfirgt duty wasto go to
Kansas City for aweek and sdect thefirst pand of
five forecagters for Lincoln and two for Paducah.
From that origind five, the office complement has
grown to 23.

Rod's most satisfying accomplishmentsin his saven
years a the new Lincoln office has been
establishing aHAM radio base gation including the
recruitment of a dedicated group of volunteer
HAMS to receive and disseminate severe wegther
reports. Promoting the expansion of the coverage
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of NOAA Westher Radio (NWR) in the State of
lllinois from its original saven to the current 28
transmitter Stes. Being one of the origind
committee members who started the annual Severe
Westher Seminar for weather spotters held each
year in Bloomington. He was able to work with
county and city ESDA coordinators to certify seven
communities as StormReedy. He joined with a
smdl group of

people from the Illinois Water Survey and our NWS
office to see the rebirth of aloca chapter of the
American Meteorologicd Society of which he was
elected the first Presdent. The Centrd Illinois
Chapter now has about 45 active members.

Hislast project (if and when completed), he
congders the most important. Thisisthe
development and deployment of a Severe Wesather
Preparedness and Safety courseto be taught in dll
of lllinois schools. Thiswill give each sudent and
future adult, life-long learning skills to cope with al
types of severe weather through the rest of their
lives. Heisworking with Ed Halicky, one of our
forecagters, the Illinois Education Association (IEA)
and IEMA to develop the curriculum in the form of
an educationa CD to be used at the eementary,
middle, and high school levels.

Rod says he will missdl his co-workersin the
NWS, emergency managers, law enforcement folks,
HAMS, firefightersand EMTS, government
officids at the locd, county, and date levels, folks a
the Illinois Water Survey and the Midwest Climate
Center, dl of the people in academia, especidly a
the univergity and college levd, members of the
Centrd lllinois Chapter of the AMS, and dl the
individuas with whom he has come in contact with
over the years, especially the onesthat stated, “I
know you.....you' re the voice on the wegther

radiol” He|l redly missbeing aleto bring asmile
and alaugh to dl of the people mentioned, above,
with adaily joke or two!
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After retirement, Rod intends, to take however long,
to find that section of the country that is“ paradise’!
He strying to escgpe summer heat and humidity and
winter wind and snow. When hefirg came to the
Midwest from Alaska, someone warned him,
“Never live in an areawhere they grow corn and
0y beans. It's unfit for human habitation”! After
nearly 32 years, Rod has managed to adjust to his
surroundingd

After playing tennis Snce high schooal, he' s recently
taken up golf. Gardening and stream fishing are
other interests. Some volunteer work such as
tutoring adult reading and, possibly, working in
some area of disaster recovery work with the Red
Crosswill occupy histime. He dso hasto cheer on
his beloved Cubs, even though they arein their 42
year of rebuilding the team!

From the Desk of
the State
Climatologist

by Jm Angd, State
Climatologist

lirm fo.

recently attended a NOAA-sponsored
I forum on modernizing the NWS cooperative

network in Washington, D.C. on September
18. While detalls on the instrumentation and
methods are dill incomplete, the modernization has
ganed support from senior NOAA officids. This
puts it one step closer to becoming aredity. The
generd plan isto provide coop observers with new
ingrumentation that will record hourly temperature
and precipitation data that will be relayed
automatically to the NWS in red time. Observers
will il be collecting daily observations of snow fall
and snow depth and making additiona comments.
In addition, many Stes will be equipped with soil
moisture sensors. Thisisacritica measurement that
Islacking in mogt parts of the country.
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So far, 2002 has been an interesting year with one
extreme followed by another. We started out with
the 2" warmest winter (December-February) on
record since 1895 at 6.1F above normal. The
warmest winter on record was 1931-1932 at 8.2F.
Snowfdl was down, only 50-75% of normd. In
fact, mogt of our sgnificant snow fdl in late
February and early March when 5-10 inches fell
over in the northern hdf of the ILX region.

Following the very mild winter was a period of
heavy and widespread rain. For the entire state, this
was the 6" wettest spring (March - May) since
1895 with 15.65 inches, some 4.5 inches above
average. The centra third of the state recelved some
of thelargest amounts. Severd individua coop
dations reported more than 20 inches of rainin
centrd Illinois this spring.

The rainfal sopped suddenly in mid-June and redly
did not return until mid-August for most of the state.
For that time period, this was the 8" driest since
1900 (4.23 inches or 56% of average). It was close
to being as dry as 1988. The only difference isthat
in 1988 the extremdy dry spring had aready
depleted soil moisture by mid-June. While soil
moisture was in great shape going into the dry spdll
this summer, the demand on soil moisture was such
that the upper layers dried out in a matter of weeks.
The above-average temperatures this summer
added to the stress on crops. This was the 14™
warmest summer since 1895 (2F above average).
Fortunately, rains returned to the northern two-
thirds of the state after mid-August. Despite the dry
summer, the first 8 months of this year are the 15"
warmest and 16" wettest since 1895.

The outlook for fal and winter will be determined in
part by the strength and timing of the current El Nifio
event in the Pacific Ocean. El Nifio occurs when sea
surface temperatures along the equator in the Pecific
are much above average. The impacts on westher in
thefdl are not great but we typicdly have milder
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winters. Thisisreflected in the NWS Climate
Prediction Center outlook, which is caling for an
increased chance of warmer temperatures during
winter. In addition, an increased chance of below-
average precipitation is possible in the eastern hdf of
the corn-belt with Illinois on the western edge. The
increased chance for dryness persgtsin lllinois and
the eastern corn-belt through next spring. All the
datistics discussed in this article and the
relationships between El Nifio and Illinois wegther
were developed from coop data over the last
century. Keep up the good work.

New Voices Debut
on NOAA
Weather Radio

by Chris Gedlhart, NOAA
Wesather Radio Focal Point

new voicing sysem was implemented
A on our NOAA Weether Radio stations
this soring. Debut of the new voices,
one male and one female, began at the end of May.
Most messages are now using the new voices.
However, the old system will be retained for backup
pUrpoSes.

Winather Rodlo

The voicing system was sdected last summer, with
comments from 19,000 visitorsto NWS
Headquarters NWR homepage a significant part of
the process. Severa NWS offices nationwide
began testing the new system in January. After
evauations from the test Sites, it was decided to
deploy the sysem nationdly. The origina rollout
period of late March was pushed back, to alow
upgraded software to be part of the deployment.

Aswe implement the voices, you may hear
occasiond mispronunciations. Updates to the
software' s pronunciation dictionary will be ongoing,
as we eva uate how words are pronounced in
different contexts. However, if you hear something
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congstently being mispronounced, let us know.

Y ou may have heard a message that we missed, or
we may have incorrectly entered the pronunciation
of atown.

Open Radar Product Generator
| mproves Radar Operations

by Ed Martin, Electronic Systems Andyst

Generator (RPG) at Lincoln was upgraded

to a SUN based Open Radar Product
Generator (ORPG). The main processor isan
UltraSPARC 440 MHZ Processor with aminimum
of 256MB or RAM. It replaced a Concurrent
MicroFive and Versdia Motorola Eurobus
communications equipment. The Fortran
gpplications software was replaced with software
written in C/C ++.

I n September of 2001 the Radar Product

One of the biggest
improvements was the
ability to utilize the TCP/IP
communications package.
Thisenabled adirect LAN
connection to the AWIPS
(Advanced Weather

I nteractive Processng System). This connection was
made very recently. The increase in the speed of
this connection will enable forecagters to receive
amogt twice as many radar products than they were
able to receive under the old architecture.

Another improvement was the addition of a Base
Data Didribution Server. This server utilizes Virtua
LANS to send data to officidly approved users.
Currently ILX sendsdatato MIT, Lincoln Labsfor
the FAA. This connection aso enabled usto begin
sending near red time archive datato NCDC and
stop recording to 8VIM tapes.
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The ORPG isthefirgt step in upgrading the entire
radar system to take advantage of commercia
advancements in hardware and software.

A Hot Summer
for Central lllinois

by Kirk Huettl,
Meteorologist

he summer of 2002 was fairly hot across

Centrd lllinois. June, July and August

are considered the three meteorol ogical
summer months. Looking at Peoria, Springfield,
Champaign and Lincoln, the average high was 86
degrees, or between 1 and 3 degrees above normdl.
There were between 30 and 36 days with highsin
the 90s, with Champaign having the most of these 4
locations. Typicaly Springfield has 26 days and
Peoria has 18 days with high temperaturesin the
90s. The hottest day was on Sunday July 21%
when afternoon temperatures sizzled between 95
and 100 degrees. Peoria and Champaign reached
98 degrees, Lincoln was 97, and Springfield was
95. Peoriahad it's 10" hottest July on record with
amonthly mean temperature of 79.1 degrees. It
was even hotter across Southeast Illinois where
Lawrenceville near the Wabash River had 60 days
in the 90s this season.  Lawrenceville came close to
the century mark on 3 days, reaching 98 degrees on
July 5", July 9" and September 9.

Rainfdl was unevenly digtributed during these
summer months. Dry and hot conditions occurred
for 5 weeks from FHag Day in mid June until the last
10 days of July. It dry and hot again during the last
week of August which lasted through the first two
weeks of September. Areas aong and southeast of
[-70 experienced drier drought like conditions.
Lincoln had the mogt rainfdl with 18.76 inches or
6.44 inches above norma. The 4.22 inches of rain
thefdl in Lincoln on August 16 set a 24 hour record
for August, and was the 6™ highest single day totdl.
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The highest was an inch more with 5.22 incheson
May 12, 1914. August ended up with 8.58 inches
making it the wettest August on record in Lincoln.
Infact, 16.37 inches of rain fdl in Lincoln during
July and August, most of that accumulated between
Jduly 22 and August 23. Springfield received 13.32
inches of rain which was 2.61 inches above normd.
Peoria and Champaign had close to normd rainfall.
Peoriareceived 11 inches which was 0.02 inches
below normal, and Champaign has 12.78 inches
which was 0.47 inches below normal.

With an El Nifio in place, the outlook for thisfal
from the Climate Prediction Center is calling for
close to normd rainfall and temperatures across
Centrd Illinois. The outlook for thiswinter calsfor
above norma temperatures. Below normal
precipitation is expected across Southeast Illinois
with the rest of the state near normd.

Winter Weather Preparedness
Week

November 17" through 239, 2002

corner before you know it...so be prepared

for dl that can happen. The sate of Illinois
will hold it's annud Winter Wegther Preparedness
Week November 17th through the 23rd.

I t may befdl...out winter will be around the

There was a change made dedling with the criteria
the Weather Service uses for a Snow Advisory. If
410 6 inches of snow isforecast to fdl...it will now
be an advisory...rather than a Heavy Snow
Warning. When snowfall isforecast to exceed 6
inches...aHeavy Snow Warning will be issued.

Another change made was the addition of a
Freezing Fog Advisory. A freezing fog advisory is
defined asa“very light ice accumulation from
predominately freezing fog”.
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One of the purposes of thisweek isto raise the
public awareness with regards to what congtitutes
winter weather and what to do to prepare for it.

IEMA, Red Cross, and National Wesather

Sarvice have internet homepages which have more
in-depth information concerning winter wegther
preparedness. The internet addresses are:

IEMA
http://www.state.il .us/iema/

Red Cross
http://www.redcross.org

National Weather Service
http://www.nws.noaa.gov/om/winter/index.shtml

Operation Ice Pack
http://www.icepack.org/

Latest Winter Watches and Warnings
http://iwin.nws.noaa.gov/iwin/il/winterstorm.html

IDOT Road Conditions Website
http://dot.state.il.us/operationsymo _state.html

or you can cal 1-800-452-4368

More information on winter weather will bein the
Winter Edition of Centrd lllinois Lincoln Logs.

Climatology Outlooksfor the Next
30to 90 Days

by Chris Gedhart, HMT

is responsible for issuing long-range weether

outlooks for the nation. These vary from
severd daysto up to ayear in advance. Although
not as specific asthe short range (i.e. 1 to 7 day)
forecadts, these forecadts help in the mitigation of
westher related natural disasters and uses for socia

The NWS' s Climate Prediction Center (CPC)
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and economic good in agriculture, energy,
transportation, water resources, and hedlth.
Continua product improvements are supported
through diagnostic research, increasing use of
modds, and interactions with user groups (e.g.
government, private and public industry, and
internationd).

Around the middle of each month, generdly on the
Thursday closest to mid-month, the long range
outlooks are issued. These outlooks are for the
upcoming month, and also in 90-day blocks from
the new month to ayear from now. An example of
the 90-day outlook for the October through
December 2002 period (i.e. meteorologica winter)
is shown below.

Trends for temperature and precipitation are given
on each outlook. They are broken down into
Above Norma (A), Below Normal (B), and Near
Norma (N). In areas where there are equal
chances of above, below or near normal westher,
CL (use cdlimatological normals) is noted.

The CPC's home page (www.cpc.ncep.noaa.gov)
has many types of outlooks and assessments. These
include climate outlooks, El Nifio outlooks, drought
outlooks, hurricane outlooks, and technicd
discussions behind the outlooks. The climate
outlooks can specificdly be found on these pages.

http://Mmww.cpc.ncep.noaa.gov/products/predictions

[30day/ 30-day outlook
http:/Amww.cpc.ncep.noaa.gov/products/predictions
[90day/ 90-day outlooks
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A Wet Severe Weather Season!
By Mdlissa Byrd, Meteorologist

off dow...but picked up steam towards
the end of April...especidly when it
comes to flash flooding.

T he spring severe westher season sarted
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Thefirgt Sgnificant round of heavy precipitation fell
between April 19" and 21% over the southern half of
Centrd Illinois s County Warning Area (CWA).
Also, more rainfall occurred on April 27" and May
6"- 7! in the same areas. This caused the lower
Illinois River Basin, Sangamon River and Wabash
River, aswel astheir tributaries to begin rising.

Raivcll Totals for May

(Hrelrminary)
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S0 by the time Mother’ s Day weekend rolled
around, alarge section of Centrd Illinois was
saturated from the previous rains when the next
sgnificant round of heavy precipitation gpproached
the area

Thistime the firg round of heavy rainfdl on the
upper sections of the lllinois River Basin on May
11" . generaly affecting aress north of a Rushville
to Bloomington line. With just afew hours of little
or no precipitation, another round of heavy rains
moved into the CWA, affecting areas south of a
Rushville to Bloomington line, an areathat did not
need anymorerain!

Therain perssted for over 12 hours with rainfall
amounts over 4 inchesin some locations.

Numerous flash flood warnings (44) were issued for
Centrd lllinois over the 2 day period. Theflash
flooding eventudly turned to sgnificant river flooding
with a couple of locations reaching record or near
record river flood levels. The Embarras River a
Lawrenceville reached arecord stage of 24.27 feet
on May 16™, over 14 feet above flood stage!

River flooding finaly subsded by the end of May,
when the weather conditions for Centrd |llinois went
the opposite direction...hot and dry!

For more information on the flooding that Centra
[llinois experienced go to the following section on
our website... www.crh.nosa.gov/ilx/stormd.htm.
Here you can click on each monthly storm report for
the areafor the past two years.

Asfor tornado activity, Centra Illinois has only seen
9 tornadoes...3 F1sand 6 FOs. Additiona tornado
information can be found at
www.crh.noaa.gov/ilx/2002tornadoes.htm .
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The Centrd lllinois Lincoln Logsisa quarterly
review of NWS activitiesin Centrd lllinoisand is
available on our internet page at
http:/Amww.crh.noaa.gov/ilx

Y our comments are welcomed and can be
addressed to either editor at our office. Winter
Centrd Illinois Lincoln Logs Issue to be issued by
the middle of November 2002.
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